
MTCPL Board of Trustees 

Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

10/24/22 Meeting, 6:30pm 

1 Crocker Blvd. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by President, Rebecca Fitzgerald. 

Present: Rebecca Fitzgerald, Paul Leone, Diana Wheatley-Hageman, Erik Honsel, Victoria Denison, Kathy 

Tinkler  

Absent: Nancy Mitchell 

Motion to excuse Nancy Mitchell from the meeting 

Move:  K. Tinkler Second: P. Leone 

All in favor, motion carries. 

Motion to approve the agenda as presented 

Move: E. Honsel Second: V. Denison 

All in favor, motion carries. 

Motion to approve the meeting minutes from 9/26/22 as presented 

Move: K. Tinkler Second: P. Leone 

All in favor, motion carries. 

Motion to approve the check run for September 2022 

Move: P. Leone   Second: E. Honsel 

All in favor, motion carries. 

Public Comment (summarized) 

At this time, President Fitzgerald reminds all that are present that the board will not respond during 

public comment. She states that each speaker must give their name and street address, has 3 minutes 

to speak and cannot donate time to another speaker. She states that the board must be addressed as 

a whole and there is to be no disorderly speech, personal attacks or advertising or promoting of any 

kind.  

M.W. @ 71 Lodewyck: Packets will be distributed, which are vital to board members. It includes the 

library’s bylaws, QSAC materials, the district library agreement and the act of 1989, describing the 

powers that the board has. The board, not the director, have all authority. In section 12 (Act, 1989) the 

legislature tells the board that they establish, maintain, operate and appoint/remove staff. The Michigan 

library manual states that the board has total authority to delegate authority to the director, at their 

discretion. The board of trustees hires one employee, the director. The Library of Michigan has no legal 

authority…  3 minute limit reached.  



J.F. @ 165 Floral: The library director has been destroying the library on the board’s watch. The director 

held a meeting in February of 2020 and laid out policies that he has violated again and again. It is 

heartbreaking to see such well written books for children be taken out of the library. 19 titles were 

looked up and 16 of those books had been thrown away (reads list of titles). It is appalling how the 

director has pillaged the collection and is buying bad books…. 3 minute limit reached. 

R.K. @ 316 Belleview: I am a certified teacher and I feel the director has an extreme agenda to sexualize 

children. Please leave such topics to the parents to teach their kids. There have been 5 employees, 

totaling 103 years of experience in the library that have left due to bad management. It is alarming how 

the director is bringing the library into chaos. The staff lost their health insurance due to the director not 

paying the bill. When an old library door was broken, the director planned to-but did not-get a new 

door. There are discontent employees at the library. It’s time to move on with the next director, one 

who values books, employees and community.  

No name or address given:  The library should try a more selective approach to QSAC goals, which are 

voluntary. We need to stop the hyper-aggressive weeding of the collection and save the excellent works. 

The library should not be a mouthpiece for such a strong agenda and should not have to take direction 

from the ALA and MLA, as this is one way to propagate their ideals. The library should not sell out our 

community standards to meet the standards of the Library of Michigan. For the board, answering all 

emails is the bare minimum. Do your homework, read the act, you have the authority, as the directors 

report to you. We urgently need to find a new library director in a professional and organized way, 

considering longtime employees, both past and present, for the position. We have included an address 

to reach us after there has been some serious research.  

T.B. @ 291 Jones: As an active member of the community, I have heard this group give the same 

message to the city commission and the schoolboard as well. On another note, historically, the black 

community has not felt welcome in the library. However, the new changes that have been brought to 

the NE end of the city have been great. Joyce, the children’s librarian, was the first to step up and teach 

pre-K literacy free for all. She provided toys for open play time for kids and parents in the gym. The 

never miss a Monday program brought the bookmobile to the community center for kids to get library 

cards and check out books. She also brought the exotic pet zoo for the children. Those that have been 

dubbed “the worst kids of Mount Clemens” stopped to listen to Joyce, who made it inclusive for the first 

time ever.  

S.G. Business Owner @ 59 N. Walnut: This is a challenging time in our community. There are many 

underprivileged, at risk youth that need resources. The LGBTQ/Christianity debate should not be taught 

to kids. These things shouldn’t be allowed in a public library. Kids don’t learn about LGBTQ or 

transgender in their curriculum. I love my LGBTQ friends, but I do not agree with their lifestyle.  

Motion to approve updated Material Selection Policy 

Updated by the library’s attorney to add more guidelines for challenged materials 

 

Move:  V. Denison  Second: P. Leone 

 

All in favor, motion carries.  

 

 



Motion to approve Program Policy 

Created by the library’s attorney to set rules for vetting programs and performers.  

 

Move:  D. Wheatley-Hageman Second: E. Honsel 

 

All in favor, motion carries.  

 

Construction Update from Seth Penchansky 

• We are still waiting on a transformer from DTE. Thank you to the director and local government 

officials for calling on our behalf. 

• The elevator has permanent power and is operating currently.  

• Furniture is slated to move in soon. 

• The main floor is mostly complete; the lower level is 50-60% completed. 

• Final moving is happening.  

• Shelving needs to be merged 

• Comcast needs to install internet and a landline to contact the fire department in order to get 

our temporary Certificate of Occupancy. 

• The exterior of the building is coming together; the majority is complete, just details remain 

including the roof-it could take several weeks to finish 

• The 2nd layer of asphalt went down 

• The landscape will be planted in the spring 

• We have a large digital sign for out front that needs to be installed.  

• Getting close, but there are a lot of details to be finished 

• The Inflation Reduction Act that passed in mid-August provides tax credits to municipalities and 

non-profits. We are eligible for tax incentives for our geothermal system. The federal payment 

would help to offset other costs ($400,000-500,000 potentially) 

• Some of the exterior panels have curved/warped due to sitting on pallets for so long. They may 

straighten out some and will be inspected before installation. The baseline along the sides and 

front do not line up. The grading process should take care of that on the SE and SW sides of the 

building.  

• In the final push, it is difficult to coordinate all trades and mistakes can happen quickly.  

• There may be tax incentives for certain contractors that us US made parts.  

Strategic Planning Update 

With Nancy not here at this time, there is not much to discuss as she is in charge of this. No update at 

this time.  

Director’s Report from Brandon Bowman 

We would like to thank Kathy, our new Assistant Director, for helping with the migration and thank you 

to the SLC staff for their hard work in making a smooth transition to Polaris. Anne Serunyck is working 

on our room use and internet policy, which should be done next month. We would like to welcome 

Shaila Dixon to the team. She started last week in circulation. Troy Walker is an adult librarian that will 

be starting next week. Kathy and Kristy attended MelCat training. I attended the SLC advisory council 



meeting. Due to Clinton-Macomb pulling out of the shared catalog, the available collection has been cut 

in half. I recently attended the Library of MI directors meeting, the MLA conference and the City 

Commission and Schoolboard meetings. A representative from the MLA recently sent a letter of support 

to us regarding our materials.  

Motion to accept the director’s report as presented 

Move: P. Leone   Second: K. Tinkler 

All in favor, motion carries. 

Trustee comments (summarized) 

PL is concerned about the panels on the building that are not level, BB stated that the grading would fix 

that issue. VD wonders why Clinton Macomb left the Overdrive catalog; BB states that there is no 

reason, as this is pattern behavior for that particular library-they are still in the SLC, but they are not 

sharing digital materials. Clinton-Macomb was a top contributor and owned a significant portion of the 

collection. There are talks about a state-wide Overdrive system. RF thanked BB for the updated policies 

and construction updates and welcomed KM to the team.  

Motion to adjourn 

Move:  K. Tinkler  Second: D. Wheatley-Hageman  

All in favor, motion carries.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:16pm by President, Rebecca Fitzgerald.  

MEETING MINUTES BY KATIE BARNES 


